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Ralph E. Paarmann
Davenport, Iowa

Died on Friday, February 15th, 2013
Visitation:
Private

Services:
Private

Ralph E. Paarmann, 88, of Davenport, Iowa, died Friday, February 15, 2013 at Genesis Medical Center, East
Rusholme St., Davenport. Private family services will be held with public memorial services at a later date. Burial will
be in Davenport Memorial Park. Memorials may be made to the IBA Endowment Fund and sent to the family.
Weerts Funeral Home, Davenport, is assisting his family with arrangements.
Mr. Paarmann was born in 1924 in Davenport, Iowa to William Sr. and Hulda Paarmann. He served in the U.S. Army
during World War II. On August 9, 1952 he married Florence M. Lamansky in Fairfield, Iowa. He was a music teacher
with the Iowa Public School System for 39 years, retiring in 1989. Twentynine of those years were spent as Director
of Bands at West High School, Davenport. Ralph also directed the First Christian Church Choir, Davenport for forty
years. He was a member of the Iowa Bandmasters Association and started the Retired Director's Band (IBARD) .
Survivors include his wife, Florence; daughters, Laura Paarmann of Charles City, Iowa, and Julie (John) Stolt of
Waller, Texas; sons, Douglas E. (Rose) Paarmann of San Antonio, Texas and William E. (Ruth) Paarmann of Cedar
Rapids, Iowa; six grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren. He had been preceded by five sisters and three
brothers.

Condolences
Kay Moneysmith (Friend)  5/18/2013
I was a member of the First Christian Church choir for many years while Ralph was the Director. He was an excellent
teacher and musician and I felt privileged to learn from a "Master." I'm certain he is now directing the "Angel Choir"
and they are making beautiful music together. Good bye old friend. I remember you fondly and will miss you.
Kay Moneysmith
Everette Burk (Student)  3/12/2013
I remember Mr P very well. A great teacher and supporter. The world is much better for his efforts in his life.
Linda Adrian Edwards (Former Band Student)  3/7/2013
Mr Paarmann started me on cornet in 3rd grade at Johnson Elementary with about 4 other students in the boiler
room. I have always loved band because of what he taught me. My grown daughter (age 23) continued the band
tradition at Texas Tech Univ in Lubbock, TX for 4 years. I will always remember Mr Paarmann. My deepest sympathy
to his family.
Evelyn M. Troyer (friend)  3/6/2013
You have our sincere sympathy. As Julie stated," Mr. Paarmann was a very good man with a great passion for his
work." He indeed passed down a legacy to his many students as well as to his family. He will surely be loved and
missed by many friends.
Jean Bacon McDonald (band student 1972 West High grad)  3/5/2013
I am saddened to hear of your loss.. Very proud
To have been one of his students.
I have never forgotten him.
Vic Dietz (WHS '71 student,)  3/5/2013
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I was a vocal music student at West. I saw Mr. Paarman in our variety shows. For all the complaining the band
members did about how strict he was it was never lost on me that they came home from Virginia Beach with highest
honors every time they went. He taught that excellence has a price, even to those of us who were only observers. My
sympathies to his family.
Vic Dietz (WHS '71 student,)  3/5/2013
I was a vocal music student at West. I saw Mr. Paarman in our variety shows. For all the complaining the band
members did about how strict he was it was never lost on me that they came home from Virginia Beach with highest
honors every time they went. He taught that excellence has a price, even to those of us who were only observers. My
sympathies to his family.
Paula SchultzHMail (band member 19691971)  3/3/2013
My prayers for you that God will be with you at this difficult time. I am glad that I spend some time with Mr. Paarmann
last summer. I enjoyed him as my band director. I made a CD of one of our variety shows that I had on cassette tape
and enjoying hearing the song that he wrote for West HIgh School's 10 anniversary called "Ten's a Decade." I also
remember he taught us not to clap after the National Anthem was sung or played because this was a way of showing
respect. I thnk of this every time I stand and hear he National Anthem. I still do not clap. I remember Mr. Paarmann
fondly at this time and how strongly he believed in teaching good values. He will be remembered for his love of
music. He will be missed.
Bruce D. Lantz (West High band member 19671970)  2/23/2013
It saddened me to hear of Mr. Paarmann's passing. He had a major impact on my life and I often think of him and the
many "life lessons" that he had taught me. I am in my 33rd year of teaching high school band and can truly say that I
learned more about teaching and working with kids from Mr. Paarmann's day to day band rehearsals then any
college course. I have fond memories, starting with my very first cornet lesson in summer school at the age of 9, until
our last visit at my father's funeral. My warmest thoughts go out to his family and you can be sure that his personal
and musical memory lives on in this West High Band member.
Bruce D. Lantz  Oak Harbor, Washington  Class of 1970
Brenda (Helms) Pratt (Former WHS Student)  2/21/2013
Sending my thoughts and condolences during this time. I had the pleasure of being a music student at West High
during the early 80's, and benefited from the wisdom and experience of Ralph. I later had the opportunity to work
with him as a peer in the Davenport Music Department, and continued to benefit from his years of experience and
great wisdom. I have always considered myself fortunate to have been both a student, and then a peer.
Dave Kehn (student)  2/21/2013
Mr. Paarmann's ability to bring students together musically has stayed a part of me 35 years later. The struggle to get
through a piece and the reward of finally getting it right was a thrill. I don't know how he did it but I am very grateful he
did. Bumping into him now and then throughout the years always made feel proud to be his student. Thank you Mr.
Paarmann.
Linda Ballou (friend from IBA)  2/21/2013
We will miss Ralph's humor and dedication to music in the schools. I was so privileged to know him. Much sympathy
to his family for their loss of such a remarkable person.
Mrs Barbara SpaldingCummings (mutual friend)  2/21/2013
So sorry for your loss. Mr.Paarmann was my band teacher at West High School for 3 years from 1964 thru 1967. He
was the greatest...May God bless you in your time of sorrow.
Sincerely
Barbara SpaldingCummings.
Roger Noll (DWHS Student 196769)  2/21/2013
I was deeply saddened when my folks gave me the news that Ralph had passed. He was my first teacher when I
started the clarinet in the fourth grade. His encouragement and patience were amazing. My fondest memories of
high school all seem to revolve around some band activity. He taught us to set high goals and to strive for perfection
and above all, passed on his great love for music. The championship band he molded left us all with a great pride
and feeling of accomplishment. My deepest sympathies to the family.
Deborah Reisman Skillicorn (student)  2/21/2013
So sorry to hear about the passing of Mr. Paarmann. He was an inspiration to all of us. I graduated in 1969 and I
think I can say we had one of the best bands in the country. I'm sure you will agree with me, Laura. He inspired us to
be the best. He and my dad used to have coffee and doughnuts together and my dad updated your dad on my
whereabouts in later years. My dad passed in 1995. I know you have many wonderful memories that you can count
on to get you through this very rough time. My sincere condolences to your family.
Dawn (Morgan) Trenez (Band Student)  2/20/2013
My deepest sympathy on the passing of MR. Paarmann,he will be greatly missed. I was lucky enough to be one of
his band students at West High from 19871989 and will always cherish the memory of the gold trophy our concert
band won in NYC in 1988.
olivia Cuevas (monden) (student west high school class of 88)  2/20/2013
My deepest condolences. He was a great band teacher and will be missed. WHS from '86 to '88. I remember hid
wond would break o his hair would fall forward in his face but he had reason he taught well and we made it to new
york in 88! Good memories.
Bob Roussell (Friend and fellow IBA member)  2/20/2013
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My condolences to your family. Ralph was a friend to everyone in IBA and I have great memories of our times
together. He did so much for our retired membership and he will never be forgotten. Bob
Gail (Cherryholmes) Conyers & Kirk Conyers (former students)  2/20/2013
We are so sorry for your loss. We met in band at West and have been married 30 years. Ralph was a great band
teacher and helped muture our love of music. Kirk and I both play to this day.
I'm sure my parents will be looking him up now that he's in heaven with them (Danny and Arlene Cherryholmes).
Doris and Diane Schneider (Diane as a student and I as a friend)  2/20/2013
So sorry to read of Ralph's passing, Diane enjoyed Ralph as director of band at West High School. My son Kurt and
Doug got to be close friends and you will be hearing from him.
Julie Oakley Sullivan (former student)  2/20/2013
My fondest high school memories are those of being a member of the WHS band and performing under
Mr.Paarmann. He was a fine man who was dedicated to his students and inspired us to always give our best. My
deepest sympathies go out to the Paarmann family.
(clarinet '67'69)
Kathe (Lewis) Diamond (former student)  2/20/2013
I graduated with Laura in 1971. I am so sorry for your loss. Of all my high school memories, band was the best, and
of all the teachers I remember, Mr. Paarmann is about the only one I remember. He was so passionate about music
and his band. The summer band trips were great. He was sometimes stern, but also sometimes funny. Band was 1st
period and the best part of my day. I am proud to be a part of Mr. Paarmann's legacy, and he will always be in my
fondest memories.
Denny Lawson and Kay (Friend)  2/19/2013
We were saddened to learn of Ralph's passing. He was such a powerful influence on our two daughters, Cathy and
Connie Lawson. He was so supportive of them and they fondly remembered him as they persued their own musical
careers. He encouraged me as I set up my new business in Davenport and didn't mind my showing up at his door
step at odd hours dropping off repairs. I was always honored that I got to do some student teaching with Ralph.
Don McCoy (Former Student)  2/19/2013
My sincerest condolences to the Paarmann family. I have the deepest respect and admiration for Mr. Paarmann. His
influence in my life is one of the reasons I still play music today. And I don't play a note without him coming to mind.
I have many fond memories of my time in the Davenport West Band. Through the years, I have been associated with
many musicians from all over the country. When I try to explain it to them, I just have to say, "No, you don't get it. We
had Ralph Paarmann."
Don McCoy  Class of '82.
Rod and Dianna Struss (former students)  2/19/2013
To the family of Mr. Paarmann; During 19611967 we sat under the tutalize of Mr. Paarmann who taught us discipline
and to enjoy music. He put many hours in our marching routines; our deepest sincerest sympathy to you his family.....
Lisa Schmitz (friend)  2/19/2013
Ms. Paarmann (Laura)  I am very sorry for your loss. Your father must have been so very proud of all that you have
accomplished as a band director! Charles City is lucky to have you, and I know that the many students and people
you have touched there are thinking of you.
Debi Williams Smith (former student)  2/19/2013
Dear Paarman family  so many will remember Ralph as a true inspiration and teacher for us during our school
years. I remember him well and pray for peace for you at this difficult time. Debi Williams (flute 196568)
Laura and Dale Schmitz (teacher)  2/19/2013
Laura, we are sorry to hear of your father's death. Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. Dale &
Laura Schmitz
Bruce Huckfeldt (Student)  2/19/2013
My condolences to the family. Your father/husband was a great example of how to be. You are in my prayers. Bruce
Sharon Ferris (Former West High School Band Student '78)  2/19/2013
Mr. Paarman is a high school teacher that I have often thought of over the 35 years since I graduated from West High
School in 1978. I played the oboe in the concert band and orchestra for all three years. He was a true teacher. He
was disciplined, serious, caring and a perfectionist.
Mr. Paarman was a great leader, taking our marching band to local parades, the Disneyland parade, half time shows
and state competitions. Senior year I was a majorette. He believed in me and he helped me learn leadership skills
and to care about being professional in performances.
Mostly, he helped me learn to appreciate music! He helped me learn the dedication and patience needed to learn
how to play an instrument. With his help, I was able to get a music scholarship to college.
In the last several years, I have run into Mr. Paarman at Rieffes and Panera Bread. I liked reminding him what a great
teacher he was. That brought a smile to his face! His legacy will remain in my heart forever!
Anthony J. Pecoraro (Davenport West High Band Member 19661969)  2/19/2013
Mr. Paarmann was the greatest band director that I remember as a band student. He was a strict perfectionist which
not only stimulated his students to become better musicians but it also helped us to win competitions throughout our
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great country. Mr. Paarmann also had compassion and a heart of gold. I'll never forget the greatest times I had while
attend band rehearsals, concerts, and competitions. God Bless the entire Paarmann family.
Craig Nord (former student)  2/19/2013
He was a great director and a great man. It was my honor to have been in the band he directed. Remember the trips
to Virgina Beach so well.
Anita Kay Vogel Hanson (2nd cousin?)  2/19/2013
Ralph is the last of the nine born to Hulda Struck Paarmann, and Hulda was my grandmother, Alma Struck
Bergs,sister. My mother Hertha Alma Berg Vogel Hildebrand lived to be 98 passing in'04.After the generations
increase it is hard to keep track, where and who everybody is. Thanks to Carol Long, our genealogy is perserved. My
sympathy goes out to the family of Ralph Paarmann. Most Sincerely, Anita Hanson
Kathy Knapp Sprague (Band member 19681971)  2/19/2013
I have fond memories of Mr. Paarman. His dedication to excellence fueled my love of playing the flute which I have
continued for all these years. My parents, Chet and Sylvia Knapp, always admired the Paarmans and had kind
thoughts of them. They are now in the grand stands of Heaven wheering us on to do our best. We send your family
our love and prayers. Greetings to Laura, who always was an inspiration to me.
Jean (Roth) Marinelli (Davenport Musician)  2/19/2013
Anyone with the Paarmann name in Davenport was a big deal to any musician growing up there. I took lessons from
Carl but knew Ralph as well. They were kind and also fun teachers, and taught me a lot. I'm still playing French Horn
in Los Angeles. CHS '77
Gary Robinson (Former Band Member)  2/19/2013
With deepest sympathy to the family. I enjoyed many years of private lessons and band events with Mr Paarmann.
Gary Robinson, WHS 1967
Rich Reese (Former student)  2/19/2013
When I think back over my years, my favorite memories are of playing in the West High band under Mr. Paarmann.
He was a great inspiration to me. He will live in my computer forever as the answer to the security question "Who
was your favorite teacher?" Thank you, Lord, for making him a part of my life. Thank you, Florence, for sharing him
with us.
Mike Dodds (Former student)  2/19/2013
My sympathies to the Paarman family. I was a member of the West High Band, Class of 1980. I learned many life
lessons from Ralph; things like the value of dedication, hard work and discipline. He was a tough taskmaster who
expected excellence, which in my book made him a great teacher. West High had some of the most outstanding high
school bands around during his time there and I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to be a part of that. I
didn't truly realize how good of a teacher he was until I was out of school and making my way in the adult world.
Thank you Mr.Paarman.
Robert Achenbach (former WHS student)  2/19/2013
My condolences to "Uncle Ralph's" family. Mr. Paarmann was my trumpet teacher from 4th grade to graduation from
WHS in 1967 and was one of the greatest influences on my life. In many ways he made most of my life possible
through his dedication to music and his students. To this day, I cannot speak during any sort of presentation because
of his admonition to be quiet while he spoke. Because of him I was able to accomplish many goals I had no idea I
could accomplish. I carry his teaching with me everyday. Many blessing go with him, my dearest teacher.
Jon Ripslinger (Teaching colleague)  2/19/2013
I taught a West High School with Ralph for 25 years. Three of my kids played in his band. I always enjoyed his
company and remember when he led the faculty in singing Christmas carols at the annual Faculty Christmas Party. A
good friend and great teacher was Ralph. May he rest in peace.
Don Howard (Former Student)  2/19/2013
I just heard of Ralph's passing today (Wednesday). I realize he had been ill but it still stunned me when I read the
news.
Ralph was one of my inspirations during my years at West High, 1960 to 1963. I have just retired myself after 40
years of teaching band. He was the most encouraging teacher I ever had when I was in high school. I first met him at
Williams Junior High and then we both moved over to West High when it opened in 1960.
I graduated from UNI in 1971 and, since that time, two prominent people in my life even ended up judging my
students at State Music Contests. Those were F.E. Mortiboy (Ralph's Mentor) and Ralph Paarman (my mentor). Fond
memories of those days as I was getting started
My mother (Doris Howard), who passed away in 1992 at Genesis West (then St. Luke's) was a very active member of
the Band and Orchestra Parents Club where she also got to know Florence, Ralph's wife.
My deepest codolences to Florence and the family. God Bless You all.
Tom Wach (Friend of Julie and Doug)  2/19/2013
Dear Julie and Doug I am so sorry to read of your father's death. I would enjoy speaking with you lots of news; sad
and glad. We lost Janice to cancer May 2009 and I still miss her terribly, but have two wonderful children and 2
grandkids. Please call or write if interested I live near your folks on Sturdevant. Email address above and my phone
is 5635084922. Again, my deepest sympathy for your loss. Best always Tom Wach
Beth (Thiessen) Brown (Student)  2/19/2013
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My deepest sympathies to the Paarmann family. I was a clarinet and bassoon player 8284 in Mr. Paarmann's band
at West High School. I have many fond memories of that time which I have shared with my boys. Teachers like Mr.
Paarmann creating a lasting legacy. I am sure a fine Sousa march is playing in his honor. Rest in Peace Mr.
Paarmann.
Janelle (Bloxham) Finke (Student, Class of 1982)  2/19/2013
Heartfelt sympathies to Mrs. Paarmann and family. Mr. Paarmann had my utmost respect, and is in my best memories
of high school, in the band as a flute player, flag girl, and drum major. I still remember how his jacket sleeve buttons
clicked when he directed, especially on the Spanish marches he gave us. No one directed or subdivided better or
more clearly  he gave and expected precision. All those notes we played were such a gift, and I hope we gave
some of that gift back to him. Many thoughts and prayers are with you ~ Sincerely, Janelle (Bloxham) Finke, '82
Jim Bawden (Colleague)  2/19/2013
I will miss Ralph greatly. He was my mentor during student teaching and later when I served as his assistant band
director at West High. I felt a special connection to Ralph knowing that he and my father, Bob, played in the
Davenport High School Band under Mort together. I think of Ralph often as I now have the priviledge of supervising
the Davenport music program. He set the bar high for everyone around him, maintaining a centuryold tradition with
expectations of excellence. We will all miss him. May he rest in peace.
 Jim Bawden
David Jensen (Student)  2/19/2013
Wishing to pass along my prayers and condolences to the family of Mr. Paarmann. May God wrap his loving arms
around you all in your time of sorrow. Thank you for your service to this great Nation, and thank you for being one of,
if not the best band director ever.
I will never forget the look in your eye when we finished our performance in Hawaii, the smile on your face when we
were awarded the Gold Medal, or bumping into you at HyVee a decade ago and you remembering me by name.
You were a class act and you will be missed by many.
Your legacy lives on.
Rest in peace, Mr. Paarmann.
David Jensen
Davenport West High School
Class of 1984

TO MAIL A MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTION OR SYMPATHY CARD
If you would like to mail a card or contribution to the family, simply address your envelope to:

WEERTS FUNERAL HOME
3625 Jersey Ridge Road
Davenport, IA 52807
ATTN: The Family Of Ralph E. Paarmann

We will forward your envelope directly to the family upon receipt.
If further assistance is required, please click here or call 563.355.4433.

Weerts Funeral Home  3625 Jersey Ridge Road, Davenport, Iowa 52807 tel. 563.355.4433
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